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in this issue >>> 

What a year 2020 has been for all  

• A is for Adapt & Adjust  

• B is for Bookshop 

• C is for Confidence in Author Interviews 

• D is for Determination in the face of fear 

• E is for Events on BookShop Day 

 

Become an Affiliate to help Independent stores 

What we find here at BB+ is the amazing ability of people to ‘go with the flow’ 

Many bookshops have faced a difficult year 

with regards to being able to connect directly 

with their customers.  However, some 

ingenious folk have put together an 

organization that directly supports independent 

bookstores – right at the heart of their sales – 

through connecting with authors. 

Authors can support local bookshops by 

promoting the sale of a local bookshop’s books 

by becoming an Affiliate – by doing so, they 

can earn a commission too.   

For more information, take a look at the 

BewleyBooks page here: 

https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/bewleybooks 

BB+ 
www.BewleyBooksPlus.com Monthly Insight into Writing, Publishing and Promoting Your Books 
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2020 simply has to go down in history as 

the most miserable in living memory.  

Many have lost their livelihoods, 

businesses have failed and people have 

lived in fear for nearly a year.  Yet, we 

can’t help but notice the little sparkles of 

light dotted around the planet – which is 

due, not least because of the valiant efforts 

of individuals bent on their own spiritual 

quest for enlightenment. 

    As a publisher, connected to authors on 

one side and booksellers on the other, we 

have to say we have weathered the storm 

well.  Readers are just as keen as ever to 

soak up new knowledge or forget the 

world and lose themselves in a story that’s 

far from their own life.   

    Writers, the vast majority of whom 

would normally have been encumbered by 

the regular work routine, have found spare 

time on their hands and have indulged by 

keeping diaries and giving accounts of 

their experiences – or simply grabbed the 

time afforded them to put pen to paper and 

finally write their dream book. 

    You might believe that booksellers 

have lost out – with not being able to sell 

a meal along with their books, but the 

most savvy amongst them have actually 

found another way to connect with their 

customers – through growing lists and 

personally delivering books that loyal 

readers have ordered directly from their 

websites. 

    None of this can be a bad thing.  In fact, 

amongst all the gloom and doom and 

terrible sadness that has been inflicted 

upon an unsuspecting world, people have 

(overall) fared well. 

    Just like the natural world about us, 

humans will always find a way.  The truth 

will always rise to the top of the mountain, 

because that’s the nature of life on this 

good earth. 

Contact us at 07958 140122  https://www.BewleyBooksPlus.com 

https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/bewleybooks
https://www.bewleybooksplus.com/


 

  

D is for Determination in the face of fear… 

Audiences don’t want slick salespeople on social media.  Instead, confidence and a relaxed 

interview with honest and interesting information, is more to the liking of good book folk.   

Kathleen O'Keefe Kanavos is an 

American author, writer, presenter and talk 

show host.  Also, she has not only survived 

cancer three times, but thrived as a result of 

the challenges she has faced. 
   Her first book, Dreams That Can Save 

Your Life, described how her dreams 

diagnosed her cancer.  This book was 

followed up by Surviving Cancerland 

(pictured).  As a result of her determination 

to work through the challenges she faced, 

she was interviewed by Dr. Oz, on The 

Doctors, NBC News, American Express 

Open, in Newspapers and several national 

magazines.  

   It was when she discovered a pea-sized 
lump in her breast, she did what any 

sensible woman would do and visited her 

doctor who assured her that she was in good 

health and that she was under no threat.  

authors >>> 

C is for Confidence in Author 
Interviews 

 

 

Contact us at 07958 140122  https://www.BewleyBooksPlus.com  

As an author, who wants to promote 

your book, at some stage you’ll need to 

put yourself forward for interviews.  

How does that make you feel?  

Nervous?  Anxious?  Excited? 

   In order to connect with your 

audience, you need to keep yourself 

grounded and stay relaxed.  To do this, 

you need to get organized and know 
your stuff. 

   Preparation is key.  Part of preparing 

is rehearsing the information you want 

to give so you know it inside and out.  

When a question comes around that you 

hadn’t anticipated, you’ll be able to 

answer it with ease – or have the 

confidence to say “Oh, I will have to 

check up on that,” to the extent that you 

‘connect’ with your audience as a 

human being.  Rather than a ‘know-it-

all’ robot.   

   When you’ve rehearsed, you’ll feel 

confident.  Confidence enables you to 

relax into being you which is what the 
audience wants to connect with.  You 

need to be the real author behind the 

tale they want to read or have already 

enjoyed. 

   Another way to feel confident is to 

send your interviewer a bullet-pointed 

list of questions they could ask you.  This 

makes their job easier, as they will have a 

complete script before the article is 

written or the show goes on air which 

saves them time. 

   Journalists are always looking for 

interesting stories that will engage with 
people and the easiest way for you to do 

this is to either educate or entertain – or 

better still, both!   

    As long as you come off as a naturally 

confident person, rather than a salesy 

type person, the audience will want to 

connect with you and to find out more 

about you and your work.   

 

 

   However, she wasn’t convinced. In 

light of the fact that her mother had 
recently passed after suffering the same 

dis-ease, Kathleen explains in her book 

how she was urged to get a second 

opinion.  

   So, she began a medical merry-go-

round that would take her and her loved 

ones on an endless journey filled with 

fear and frustration.  However, from this, 

she ultimately found hope and healing, 

which resulted in her profound spiritual 

growth. 

 

You can support Kathleen by checking out the 

following links: 

Buy here:                       Amazon UK    Amazon US       

Articles on BB+:           Kathleen’s BB+ Pages   
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    Kathleen is a contributor to Chicken 
Soup for the Soul, she is a TV/Radio 

Host/Producer - Wicked Housewives On 

Cape Cod™, Kat Kanavos Show, 

Internationally Syndicated Columnist in 

BIZCAT360, Dream Columnist in New 

Earth Chronicles, and Positive Tribe 

Magazine, Keynote Speaker, Publishing & 

Performance Coach and taught Special Ed 

& Psychology @USF and Lecturer who 

promotes patient advocacy and Spiritual 

guidance.  

  Check out her articles on BB+ link below. 

https://www.bewleybooksplus.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1879384965/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=gs2&linkId=90c46e57e9559c1d444f8fd94c53337a&tag=bewle-21
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1879384965/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=gs2&linkId=90c46e57e9559c1d444f8fd94c53337a&tag=bewle-21
https://www.bewleybooksplus.com/katkanavos


 

  

E is for Events on BookShop Day!  
booksellers >>> 

What are an author’s marketing responsibilities?  

QuickSnips 

Alternatives platforms to Amazon: 

• Smashwords 

• Bookbutler.co.uk 

• Blackwells 

• TheWorks 

• Waterstones 

• Foyles 

October 3rd was designated ‘BookShop’ Day.  Here are some of the stores that 

inspired BewleyBooks.                                                                 by Kaye Bewley 

Do you know what Bookshop Day is or 

what it means?  Whether you want to sink 

your teeth into a brand new book or bury 
your nose in a beautifully bound oldie, now 

is the time to celebrate your local bookshop.  

   You may have known about this event 

from your local newspapers, as we certainly 

didn’t see it in the nationals!  However, 

BB+ has gone through our list of subscribers 

with the aim of highlighting the bookshops 

we have found to be the most active and/or 

ingenenious during these most pressing of 

times. 

   Every reader has a favourite bookshop, but 
it’s always good to widen your outlook and 

see what’s available elsewhere too.   

 

In the year I was born, David’s Bookshops 

was opened.  Their bookstore caters to 

customers in Letchworth Garden City.  

While in their store, you can get yourself a 

steaming mug of coffee or, if you prefer, a 

hot cup of tea - and even a gorgeous 

homemade cake and a light lunch.   As well 

as stocking over 50,000 books over two 

floors, David’s Bookshops also have a 
music shop and a poet in residence too.  

They’ve also got lots of exciting events 

planned for their loyal customers – for the 

lead up to Christmas and into the New Year. 

 

I remember when I lived in London, I took a 

stroll round John Carpenter Bookshop. 

It’s based in the City of London and first 

opened in 1993 with funds raised by the 

Friends of the City of London School.   

Many authors believe that once their book is accepted by a publisher or agent, that’s their job 

done.  But nooooo…. Authors are an integral part of the marketing machine.  

First off, an author needs to take responsibility for their book’s promotion.  Make sure that 

you get involved with as many avenues available to you as possible.  It’s ok to put an advert 

online, via Facebook or Twitter and think that’s it, but there’s a lot more to get involved 

with.  Also, you need to be realistic about the budget allocation for the publicity of your 

book.  A publisher’s pockets are not bottomless and an author needs to see that there will be 

a return on their investment.  Another thing an author needs to be is PERSISTENT!  Rome 

wasn’t built in a day, so they say.  Persistence is key. 

Q: 
 
A: 

Many more bookstores have reported 

that sales from their website have 

soared higher than they expected.   

   The good thing is, many bookstores 

have figured a way out a way to 
promote their stores and hand deliver 

or post gifts and books to their loyal 

customers.    

   We say, WELL DONE!  We’d love 

to hear your stories of success, so get 

in touch at admin@bewleybooks.com    

Explosive Online Sales 

Best Sellers - Dec 2020 
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1. Pinch of Nom Quick & Easy 
by Kay Featherstone & Kate 
Allinson 

2. The Thursday Murder Club 
by Richard Osman 

3. A Promised Land by Barack 
Obama    

4. Code Name Bananas by 
David Walliams    

5. Guiness World Records 2021   

The John Carpenter Bookstore sells a wide 

range of books as well as gifts and greeting 

cards too. As part of the local school’s 

student community programme at any one 

time, local school boys help in the running 

of the shop.  Some of them do it as part of 

their Duke Of Edinburgh Volunteering.  Go 

check out the John Carpenter Website and 
see how you can support them too.   

 

I lived in Scotland for a decade and came 

across some beautiful shops that sold old 

books.  One of the oldest bookshops in 

Scotland is Yeadon's of Elgin. It began 

trading in 1887 with James Dawson Yeadon 

at the helm.  In 2007, their shop had an 

extensive refit with custom designed 

shelving and vintage furniture. Yeadon’s 

opened up a second branch in December of 
the same year, in Banchory.  Yeadon’s 

offers their customers some of the best 

books in the most beautiful setting. 

 

~~~ 

 

Is there a bookstore that you’ve been 

impressed by?  Have they set up events to 

raise money for their community or a valued 

charity?  I’d be interested in what you think 

of your local bookstore or if there’s a 
favourite you’ve come across that you think 

has gone the extra mile for their customers.  

By way of thanks, if your review of a 

bookstore is published in BB+ magazine, 

I’ll post you a paperback from the 

BewleyBooks Booklist.  

http://www.bookbutler.co.uk/
http://bookshop.blackwell.co.uk/jsp/welcome.jsp
http://track.webgains.com/click.html?wgcampaignid=165253&wgprogramid=5922&wgtarget=http://www.theworks.co.uk/
http://www.awin1.com/cread.php?awinmid=3787&awinaffid=201309&clickref=&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterstones.com
http://www.awin1.com/cread.php?awinmid=1414&awinaffid=201309&clickref=&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.foyles.co.uk%2F
https://www.davids-bookshops.co.uk/
https://thejcb.co.uk/
https://www.bewleybooksplus.com/
http://www.yeadons.co.uk/
https://www.bewleybooksplus.com/booklist


 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Get featured in the next edition of BB+ 

Magazine. Showcase your writing by giving a 

testimonial about the BB+ service or one of 

our books. Your testimonial will feature your 

name, the title of your book or store, with 

web links and will be promoted to our 

network of more than 20,000+ followers, 

readers, and professionals in the industry. 

 

To be featured, simply reply to 

admin@bewleybooks.com 

      
 

 

 Malvern Hills 

Worcestershire 

United Kingdom 

Please text before calling. 

ASPIRE T O  INSPIRE  

BewleyBooks 

BB+ can promote your service or your 

book.  When you subscribe you get advice on 

publishing, can sell more books by 

following our tips, get the inside gossip on 

the publishing industry, make savings on 

book purchases, meet us at events and invest 

in your book’s future. 

 

Become a follower of BewleyBooks and get 

your book published. 

Kaye Bewley of BewleyBooks.com 

Next Issue >>> 

In Issue 5 

Editorial 

Author Promotions 

Supporting Independent BookShops 

Would you like to feature in a future issue?  Promote yourself as an author or 

bookseller, get your book or store and social media links known to our 

subscriber list and social media following.  Get in touch and we will be 

delighted to hear from you. 

thoughts... final 

Contact us at 07586 140177  https://www.BewleyBooksPlus.com 
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“Life is to be lived, not controlled; and humanity is won 

by continuing to play in face of certain defeat.” 

Ralph Ellison 

BewleyBooksPlus Booklist 

For more information, click on the individual books or the BewleyBooks Booklist bar above. 
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